Alaska State Troopers Press Release of Wednesday, August 14, 2013

Any charges reported in these press releases are merely accusations and 
the defendants are presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty.

A Detachment


Location: Craig 
Incident number: AK13060927 
Type: Criminal Mischief III
               
Text: On 8/14/13 at approximately 0750 hours, Alaska State Troopers in Klawock 
received a report from the Craig Tribal Association (CTA) of Criminal Mischief 
at the bridge located near mile 7 of Port St. Nicholas Road. CTA reported that 
sometime between late afternoon on 8/13/13 and early morning on 8/14/13, an 
unknown individual(s) had spray painted graffiti over a large portion of the 
bridge. It was further reported that the individuals had accessed the heavy 
equipment that was located at the nearby work site. Physical evidence has been 
collected from the scene and the investigation is ongoing. CTA is offering a 
monetary reward for information that leads to the successful closure of this 
case. Anyone with information regarding this incident is encouraged to contact 
the Klawock post of the Alaska State Troopers at 1-800-754-2918.

Author:  GRM1 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 12:14 PM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 12:22 PM


--------------------------------------------
Location: Skagway
Case number: AK13060913
Type: Accidental Death
Text: On 8/14/13, at 0533 hours, the cruise line agent for Norwegian Cruise Line reported 
a death onboard the M/V Norwegian Jewel while it was traveling from Juneau to Skagway.  
Investigation revealed that on 8/13/13, at 1724 hours, Jasumati Vithalani, age 66 of Nairobi, 
Kenya, was found unresponsive in the steam room of the spa area on the cruise ship by a family 
member. When the medical staff arrived at the spa area J. Vithalani was not breathing and 
they could not find a pulse, so lifesaving efforts were performed. At 1747 hours, the cruise 
line doctor pronounced J. Vithalani deceased.  No foul play is suspected and the State Medical 
Examiner did not request an autopsy. The body was released to the next of kin and is being 
transported to Seattle, WA, on the cruise ship.  
Author:  CJU0 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 3:14 PM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 3:29 PM


B Detachment


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Wasilla
Case number: AK13060897
Type: DUI
Text:  On 8/14/13 0040 hours Alaska State Troopers stopped a 2001 Ford pickup 
truck on the Palmer Wasilla Highway at Basin St. for erratic driving. Troopers 
contacted Andrew Buehner, age 26, of Wasilla. Buehner was arrested for DUI 
and remanded to the Mat-Su Pretrial facility on $2500 bail and court approved 
3rd party.
author: PPCS0  
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 4:14 AM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 4:22 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Talkeetna       
Case number: AK13060815
Type:  MVA - Injury
Text:  On 8/13/13 at approximately 1825 hours AST responded to a report of a two 
vehicle accident with injuries at mile 4 of the Talkeetna Spur.  Investigation 
revealed Jordan Check, age 21 of Talkeetna, had rear-ended a vehicle driven by 
Kathleen Kaso, age 60 of Talkeetna. Kaso was extricated from her vehicle by local 
fire / EMS personnel and transported for medical treatment to Mat-Su Regional Hospital.  
The roadway was shut down as a result of the collision for approximately 1.5 hours.   
Check was issued a citation for driver to exercise due care to avoid a collision.  
All parties reported wearing their seat belts.
Author: BLW1 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 8:14 AM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 8:49 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Wasilla
Case number: AK13060635
Type: Death Investigation
Text: On 8-13-2013 at approximately 0945 hours, Alaska State Troopers respo
nded to a residence located on Escondido Avenue in Wasilla, for a death inv
estigation. Investigation revealed Alan Bartels, age 46, of Wasilla, passed
 away due to unknown causes.  No foul play is suspected at this time. The S
tate Medical Examiner's office was notified and responded, taking possessio
n of Bartels remains. NOK was on scene when AST arrived. 
Author: SMO0 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 9:14 AM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 9:07 AM

 
-------------------------------------------------
Location: Palmer
Case numbers: AK13060606
Type: MVC-D
Text: On 8/13/13 at 0555 hours, AST responded to a report of a MVC-D on the
Glenn Highway near the interchange. An investigation showed that Bradley 
Billingslea (age 36) of Wasilla was operating a 2002 Ford Ranger when he 
took evasive action to avoid a dark colored SUV entering the highway.  
Billingslea had to avoid the SUV and drive into the median and he lost 
control of his vehicle causing his vehicle to rollover. There were no 
reported injuries and seatbelts were worn. No citations were issued.
Author: MAG0 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 9:14 AM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 9:12 AM

 
Location: Klutina River
Case number: AK13061094
Type: Search and Rescue
Text: On 8-14-2013 at approximately 1405 hours, AST received a call reporti
ng approximately that a male fell in the Klutina River near Groves Charters. 
AST responded to the Klutina River and contacted the only witness to the male 
falling in the water. The male was reported to be approximately 40 years of 
age, 5'10" approximately 180 pounds and wearing tan chest waiters 
and vest. 
 
Helo 2 was in the area on a different search and rescue and responded to 
the Klutina and Copper River to assist; however the attempt to locate anyone 
in the water was met with negative results. A local river charter was 7.5
miles downstream from the location where the male was reported to have fallen 
into water. When contacted the boat captain indicated they did not see 
anyone in distress on the Klutina River. AST contacted all the campground 
and lodge owners in the area and learned all guests were accounted for. AST 
checked all parking areas near incident location on the Klutina River for 
unattended vehicles; however that attempt was also met with negative results.
 
Anyone with information regarding the identity of or a missing fishermen in
the area of Copper Center is encouraged to contact the Alaska State Troopers.

Author: DWC1 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 9:14 PM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 9:53 PM


C Detachment

 
------------------------------------------------- 

Location: Togiak, AK

Case number: AK13059881

Type: Assault 2nd Degree (DV)

Text: On 8/11/2013 at about 1330 hours, the Togiak VPSO arrested Kevin Clark, 
21 yoa of Togiak, for assault in the 2nd degree.  Clark was arrested 
following an investigation wherein a 23 yoa female in Togiak reported 
being strangled by Clark on 8/10/2013. Clark was transported and lodged at 
the Dillingham Jail without incident. 

Author: MHE0

------------------------------------------------- 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 12:14 PM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 12:19 PM


-------------------------------------------------
Location:  Akhiok
Case number:  AK13060597
Type:  D.V. Assault 4th degree
Text:  On 08-13-13 at approximately 0210 hours, Alaska State Trooper dispatch received a 911
call from a 33-year-old resident of Akhiok who reported that her husband had assaulted her.  
AST was unable to immediately respond due to inclement weather conditions. On 08-13-13 at 
approximately 1015 hours, AST arrived on scene and further investigation revealed Randy Amodo, 
age 31 of Akhiok, had physically assaulted the 33-year-old by hitting her in the back of the 
head causing injury. Amodo was subsequently arrested for domestic violence assault in the 4th 
degree and transported to the Kodiak jail, whereupon he was held without bail pending arraignment.  
Alcohol was a factor in the assault.
Author:  ETO9 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 1:14 PM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 1:57 PM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Nome    
Case number: AK13060356 
Type: Search and Rescue
Text: On 8-12-13 the Alaska State Troopers received a report of an overdue 
hunter in the Nome area.  William Magness, 59 of Nome, was located by the N
ome Search and Rescue team.  Magness=92 ATV broke down about 20 miles from 
Nome and was reported to be in good condition.
Author: JLS4 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 2:14 PM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 2:25 PM


-------------------------------------------------
Location:  Old Harbor
Case number: AK13060404
Type:  Felony DUI, DWLR
Text:  On 08-12-13 at approximately 1150 hours, the Old Harbor VPSO reported he had made 
contact with Dwayne Keeling, age 31 of Old Harbor, in regards to an active $5,000 bench 
warrant for his arrest, specifically for the original charge of failing to comply with 
conditions of release for a prior felony DUI. During the contact, Keeling was observed 
to be operating a 1992 Honda 4-wheeler and appeared to be under the influence of alcohol.  
Keeling was subsequently arrested and transported to Kodiak whereupon he was met by Kodiak 
Troopers. While processing Keeling for the driving while under the influence charge, 
Keeling provided a breath sample which indicated a breath alcohol level of .198, almost 
four hours after being initially stopped by the VPSO. Further investigation revealed 
Keeling was on felony adult probation and he was driving with a revoked driver's license.  
Keeling was booked into the Kodiak jail and held without bail regarding the charges of 
Felony DUI and DWLR. According to Alaska, Oregon and Washington records, Keeling had four 
prior convictions for DUI and his driver's license is revoked until the year 2060.
Author:  ETO9 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 2:14 PM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 2:16 PM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Aniak
Case number: AK13061080
Type: Felony Warrant Arrest
Text:  On 08/14/13, at about 1525 hours, Alaska State Troopers located 
31 YOA Golga Kelila III on a trail next to his Cross Slough residence in 
Aniak.  Kelila was indicted on 8-8-13 and a warrant was issued for his arrest
on charges of Sexual Abuse of a Minor 1, Sexual Abuse of a Minor 2, and 
Harassment 1.  Kelila was remanded to the Aniak State Trooper Post pending 
transport to Bethel.  Bail is set at $50,000 plus court approved third party 
custodian.   
Author: NPZ0 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 3:14 PM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 3:15 PM


D Detachment


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Delta Junction
Case Number: AK13060806
Type: Search and Rescue
Text:  On 8-13-13, at approximately 1750 hours, AST received a report from 
Melvin Iler, 62, of Oregon that he and Michael Vogel, 56, of Anchorage had 
been sheep hunting up the Gerstle River and had a rafting accident. Vogel 
was injured during the accident when he was drug behind the raft in swift 
water for a distance. After setting up a shelter and fire for Vogel, Iler 
walked about 15 miles until he reached the Alaska Highway to get assistance.  
RCC coordinated for an Air National Guard Pavehawk to respond to rescue Vogel.  
Vogel was then transported to Fairbanks Memorial Hospital for treatment of 
his injuries.

Author: JDP2 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 2:14 PM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 2:21 PM


E Detachment

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Seward
Case number: AK13059006
Type: Motor Vehicle Collision 
Text: On 8/7/13 at approximately 1410 hours, Soldotna Dispatch received a report of a dump truck 
colliding with electrical wires on Salmon Creek Road. Investigation revealed a Metco dump truck 
hit multiple GCI cables crossing the Salmon Creek Road. This resulted in one electrical pole being 
snapped in half and wires breaking. There was a number of wires down and lying on the ground in the 
area. The collision is still under investigation. 

Author: DML0 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 8:14 AM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 8:11 AM

 
------------------------------------------------- 
Location: Hope, AK
Case number: AK13059769
Type: Search & Rescue
Text: On 8/9/13 at approximately 2351 hours, Soldotna Public Safety Communications Center received a 
911 call from a juvenile male reporting that his mother, Keri Miles (44yo of Anchorage) had slipped 
while they were hiking on Gull Rock Trail in Hope and had broken her ankle. They were approximately 
5.5 miles in on the trail and were with a group of 7 people.  A State Trooper, Cooper Landing EMS and 
RCC responded to the scene. The female was transported by RCC to Providence in Anchorage. Troopers 
escorted the rest of the party to the trail head located in Porcupine Campground.      
Author: WDD0
------------------------------------------------- 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 1:14 PM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 1:57 PM


AK Wildlife Troopers


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Willow Creek
Case number: AK13055227
Type: Treble hook in Single Hook Waters
Text: On 7/26/13, Talkeetna Wildlife Troopers issued a citation to Timothy Robinson, age 49 of Palmer, 
for using a treble hook in waters designated as single hook by regulation. Bail was set at $60 in the 
Palmer District Court.
Author: LTW0 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:14 AM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:49 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Montana Creek
Case number: AK13058195
Type: Treble hook in Single Hook Waters/Bait Prohibited
Text: On 8/4/13, Talkeetna Wildlife Troopers issued citations to Christopher Beigel, age 38 of Fairbanks, 
for using a treble hook in waters designated as single hook by regulation and for using bait in an area 
of Montana Creek that is closed to bait fishing. Bail was set at $170 in the Palmer District Court.
Author: LTW0 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:14 AM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:46 AM


--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Location:  Wasilla
Case Number: AK13058476
Type: Sport Fishing Closed Waters
Text: On 8-5-13, Alaska Wildlife Troopers, Anchorage Post, cited Damion Carlson 
age 20 of Wasilla, for sport fishing for salmon in the closed waters of Fish 
Creek. Carlson was issued a $110 bailable citation with an optional court 
appearance in the Palmer District Court.    
Author: MJP2 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:14 AM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:44 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Skwentna River

Case number: AK13060358
Type: Unlawful Acts by Big Game Guide, Unlawful Methods of Taking Big Game (Same day airborne)
Text: On 08/12/2013, Mat-Su West Wildlife Troopers received a report of an individual harvesting 
a black bear during a guided hunt the same day he flew into the hunting camp. Wildlife Troopers 
responded to a hunting camp on the bank of the Skwentna River. Troopers contacted Brian Babenzien, 
age 26, of Willow and Charles Keeter, age 48, of Wasilla. Babenzien is a licensed assistant guide 
and Keeter is a licensed class A assistant guide. Troopers also contacted Paul Kovacs, age 54 of 
Pennsylvania who was the client for the guided hunt. Investigation revealed both Keeter and Babenzien 
assisted Kovacs in stalking and harvesting a black bear within the same day that Kovacs flew into 
the camp. Both Keeter and Babenzien were issued misdemeanor summonses for unlawful acts by a big game 
guide and released at the scene. Kovacs was issued a misdemeanor summons for same day airborne and 
released at the scene. 
Author: EGB0 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:14 AM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:31 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Larson Creek, Talkeetna
Case number: AK13056187
Type: Retain Snagged Salmon in Fresh Water
Text: On 7/27/13, Talkeetna Wildlife Troopers issued a citation to Kristin Ahonen, age 27 of Anchorage, 
for retaining a snagged sockeye salmon. Bail was set at $130 in the Palmer District Court.
Author: LTW0 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:14 AM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:49 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Fish Creek

Case number: AK13057874
Type: Sport Fish Closed Waters
Text: On 08/03/2013, Mat-Su West Wildlife Troopers cited Joshua Tudor, age 29, of Palmer for fishing 
in an area in which fishing was restricted to children ages 15 years and younger. Bail was set at $110 
in the Palmer District Court.
Author: EGB0 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:14 AM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:48 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Fish Creek

Case number: AK13057874
Type: Sport Fish Closed Waters
Text: On 08/03/2013, Mat-Su West Wildlife Troopers cited Samuel Webb, age 37, of Anchorage for fishing 
in an area in which fishing was restricted to children ages 15 years and younger. Bail was set at $110 
in the Palmer District Court.
Author: EGB0 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:14 AM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:48 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Larson Creek, Talkeetna
Case number: AK13056186
Type: Retain Snagged Salmon in Fresh Water
Text: On 7/27/13, Talkeetna Wildlife Troopers issued a citation to Adam Ahonen, age 34 of Anchorage, 
for retaining a snagged sockeye salmon.  Bail was set at $130 dollars in the Palmer District Court.
Author: LTW0 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:14 AM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:50 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Fish Creek, Talkeetna
Case number: AK13057827
Type: Sportfish Guide Aid in Violation
Text: On 8/3/13, Talkeetna Wildlife Troopers issued a misdemeanor citation to Charles Noone, age 30 
of Colorado, for aiding clients in a sportfish violation. Noone was issed a notice to appear in court 
at a later date and released.
Author: LTW0 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:14 AM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:46 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Fish Creek

Case number: AK13057770
Type: Sport Fish Closed Waters
Text: On 08/03/2013, Mat-Su West Wildlife Troopers cited Joseph Simkins, age 37, of Wasilla for fishing 
in an area in which fishing was restricted to children ages 15 years and younger. Bail was set at $110 
in the Palmer District Court.
Author: EGB0 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:14 AM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:48 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Fish Creek, Talkeetna
Case number: AK13057827
Type: Treble hook in Single Hook Waters
Text: On 8/3/13, Talkeetna Wildlife Troopers issued a citation to Larry Larue, age 65 of Virginia, 
for using a treble hook in waters designated as single hook by regulation. Bail was set at $60 in 
the Palmer District Court.
Author: LTW0 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:14 AM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:46 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Montana Creek

Case number: AK13058387
Type: Multiple Hooks in Single Hook Waters
Text: On 08/04/2013, Mat-Su West Wildlife Troopers cited Devin Kim, age 26, of Washington for fishing 
with a treble hook lure in waters that were restricted to single hook only. Bail was set at $60 in the 
Palmer District Court.
Author: EGB0 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:14 AM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 7:47 AM


-------------------------------------------------
Location: Hydaburg
Case number: AK13061028
Type: Theft II
Text: On 8/14/13, the Hydaburg Cooperative Association reported that overnight
on 8/12/13 someone stole three floating dock sections and an aluminum gang way 
ramp from Saltery Cove near Hydaburg. This case is under investigation by AST
and AWT.
Author: PCR0 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 1:14 PM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 1:22 PM


--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Location: Ketchikan   
Case Number: AK13059810
Type: Nonresident take over limit of sport caught shrimp
Text: On 08/9/13, Alaska Wildlife Troopers Ketchikan Post cited Micah D Pivarnik, 
26 YOA, of Portland, OR, for taking an over limit of shrimp. A $130 bail able 
citation was issued with an optional court appearance in the Ketchikan District 
Court.   
Author: JCB2 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 2:14 PM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 2:40 PM


--------------------------------------------------------------------------
Location: Ketchikan   
Case Number: AK13059810
Type: Sport fishing guide aid fishing client in violation, illegal bait, and
make false entry in sport fish charter log book. 
Text: On 08/11/13, Alaska Wildlife Troopers Ketchikan Post summons Brandon 
Kind, 27 YOA, of Cornelis, OR, for one count of aiding a sport fishing client 
in taking an over limit of halibut, one count of aiding a sport fishing 
client in using the edible meat of a Coho Salmon as bait, and for making a 
false statement in a sport fish charter logbook. A mandatory court date was 
set for the Craig District Court on August 28, 2013.    
Author: JCB2 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 2:14 PM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 2:47 PM


--------------------------------------------
Location: Rowan Bay
Incident number: AK13059352
Type: Assist Client in Sport Fish Violation, Non-resident Fail to Log Lin
g Cod
Text: On 8/4/13, Alaska Wildlife Troopers, Sitka Post, contacted 39YO James
Holbrook of San Clemente, CA, while he was conducting a sport fish charter
for Alaskan Experiences, in front of Rowan Bay. Investigation revealed 
that Holbrook had failed to have his client, 72YO John Hoegl of Saskatchewan, 
immediately log a Ling Cod that he had caught. Holbrook was issued a 
summons for assisting a client in a violation, and Hoegl was given a $110 
citation for failing to immediately log his Ling Cod.  
Author: JTA0 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 5:14 PM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 5:32 PM


AK Bureau of Investigation




Location: Manokotak 
Incident Number: AK13060663
Type: Importation of Alcoholic Beverages to a Local Option Area

Text: On 8-13-13  The Dillingham WAANT Unit received information that there
was alcohol at a construction camp in Manokotak, a local option community 
that has voted to ban the importation, sale and possession  of alcoholic 
beverages. A WAANT investigator and the Manokotak VPSOs served a search 
warrant at the camp, and three 1.75L bottles of whisky and vodka were seized.  
As a result of the investigation, Mark A. Michaelsen, age 49 of Anchorage 
was charged by summons with Importation of Alcoholic Beverages to a Local 
Option Area. 

Author: NWN0 
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 3:14 PM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 3:48 PM


Headquarters...No news reported.

AK Bureau of Highway Patrol


-----------------------------------------
Location: Nikiski
 
Case Number: AK13060888
 
Type: MVC-Serious Injury with ATV
 
Text: On 8/14/13 at 0028 Soldotna AST dispatch received a 911 call reporting 
an ATV accident on North Miller Loop Road in Nikiski. Investigation revealed 
that Mark Souza, 41, of Nikiski rolled his three-wheeler as he was traveling 
alone on North Miller Loop. Souza was transported to Central Peninsula Hospital by 
Nikiski Fire Department before being flown to Anchorage for treatment of 
serious injuries. Souza was reportedly not wearing a helmet at the time of 
the crash. Alcohol is suspected to be a factor.
 
Author: VEF0
  
Received Wednesday, August 14, 2013 2:14 PM and posted Wednesday, August 14, 2013 2:27 PM


AK Bureau of Judicial Services...No news reported.

AK Div of Fire and Life Safety...No news reported.


End of Dispatch